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least, a love for virtue and genuine greatness. Our feelings
are in favor of heroism; we wish to be pure and perfect.
Happy lie whose resolutions are so strong, or whose tempta-
tions are so weak, that he can convert these feelings into
action. I The severest pang, of which a proud and sensitive
nature can "be conscious, is the perception of its own debase-
ment. The sources of misery in life are many: vice is one of
the surest. Any human creature, tarnished with guilt, will in
general be wretched; a man of genius in that case will be
doubly so, for his ideas of excellence are higher, his sense
of failure is more keen. In such miseries, Schiller had no
share. The sentiments, which animated his poetry, were con-
verted into principles of conduct; his actions were as blame-
less as his writings were pure. With his simple and high
predilections, with his strong devotedness to a noble cause, he
contrived to steer through life, unsullied by its meanness,
unsubdued by any of its difficulties or allurements. "With the
world, in fact, he had not much to do; without effort, he
dwelt apart from it; its prizes were not the wealth which
could enrich him. His great, almost his single aim, was to
unfold his spiritual faculties, to study and contemplate and
improve their intellectual creations. Bent upon this, with the
steadfastness of an apostle, the more sordid temptations of
the world passed harmlessly over him. Wishing not to seem,
but to be, envy was a feeling of which he knew but little, even
"before he rose above its level. Wealth or rank he regarded as
a means, not an end; his own humble fortune supplying him
with all the essential conveniences of life, the world had
nothing ^more that he chose to covet, nothing more that it
could give him. He was not rich; but his habits were simple,
and, except by reason of his sickness and its consequences,
unexpensive. At all times he was far above the meanness of
self-intetest, particularly in its meanest shape, a love of
money, Doering tells us, that a bookseller having travelled
from a distance expressly to offer him a higher price for the
copyright of Wallenstein, at that time in the press, and for
which he was on terms with Gotta of Tubingen, Schiller
answering, "Cotta deals steadily with me, and I with him/'